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with a proud noble bearing; he conversed marvel-
lously well on any subject, and except that he
had not a high enough opinion of himself, found
it difficult to make up his mind and for that reason
let himself be led too easily, had all the qualities
needed to make him the greatest king in the world;
he had initiative, intelligence and a good memory,
and was brave, active, tireless, good, and firm when
the occasion demanded/'

An Alfred de Vigny or a Sainte-Beuve would
have been surprised at this portrait sketched by an
impartial witness and so different from their own
conceptions.

Temperamentally dreamy and sad, Louis XV
sought the society of people who could amuse
and distract him. He gave a surprising amount of
his confidence to the celebrated Saint-Germain,
listened to his extraordinary discourses and took
real pleasure in them. He rarely addressed a word
to people present, but when an interesting subject
was brought up he replied wittily and with good
humour, readily laughing at sallies and pleasantries.
Familiarly satirical he was always attaching nick-
names to people; in his letters to the Due de
Noailles he called the Duchesse de Villars "la bonne
idiote" and laughed at her in a friendly way.

At the beginning of 1754 he was studying
worrying and difficult problems that -were darkening
the political horizon; if XIXth century historians
represent him reclining luxuriously on a sofa,